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Droxford Junior School is now an Academy School!

This term marks the 10th anniversary of my headship at Droxford Junior School; seventeen years at the school, and 25 years in education-phew! To be honest, the appetite and desire to provide the highest standards of education, enrichment and ultimately enjoyment hasn’t waned. I’m always striving to add meaningful value to my three Es and this summer/autumn term will be no different. This is because we are moving to a new school status and becoming an Academy School. We will be joining Winchester University Academy Trust (UWinAT).
 
Moving to an ambitious, growing academy is very exciting.  The prospect of greater collaborative and supportive practice for all staff including myself will enhance everyone’s professional development.  The schools in the Trust already are excellent like Droxford – we will be gaining outstanding guidance whilst providing support for others.  This support is immediate, free and very friendly.  Working closely with Winchester University is also exciting as we will gain superb pedagogical guidance from an internationally renowned institute, whose core purpose is to tarin teachers.  

My aim is to future proof this school with outstanding prospects academically and financially with greater autonomy.  The legacy of this will be greater freedoms to enhance the outcomes for all our children.

Staff, governors and parents have been consulted during the period of conversion which I started formally in the spring of 2024.  There has been unanimous support for this process that is ultimately happening on my terms with what we believe is the best Multi Academy Trust available.

As for the school there will be no great changes.  The name and building stays the same as does the uniform.  All staff remain and what we teach stays in place in terms of our curriculum.  Our links with the Infants will only grow stronger in terms of support (which has certainly happened since Mrs Randell has been in place).  Our admissions stays the same and all children will move on to the same secondary schools.

The conversion will be completed on October 1st.  No real fanfares – just business as normal but with really efficient systems in place; lots of close support; amazing opportunities for staff development; some cost savings and an even better curriculum.

We have a very exciting future ahead as a school here at Droxford.  One where all we do will only benefit all our children.

Matthew Dampier
Headteacher[image: ]

Vision: ‘Equipping our children with the knowledge and skills to navigate life successfully’
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