
Aims: 
• To highlight the transitional expectations, knowledge and 

understanding of reading, through KS 1 and KS 2 to KS 3 at 
Droxford Junior School (DJS); 

• Strategies employed at DJS; 
• Assessment and SATs 
• The need to read 
• What you could do at home 
• Opportunity for you to see some teaching and learning of 

reading in action in your child’s class. 

Reading Workshop 
Thursday 5th October 
Sarah Jacobs and Jenny Smith 



Aims of our Reading Curriculum 

At Droxford Junior School we want our children  to: 
 
 
• Read with confidence, fluency and understanding 
• Have an interest in books and read for enjoyment 
• Have an interest in words and their meanings and develop 

a growing vocabulary 
• Understand the effect on grammar and structure on the 

reader 
• Read a wide variety of text types and genres 
• Develop their imaginations 
• Respond to books at a personal level and express their 

opinions about them 
 



Why is reading so important? 

• Reading is arguably the most important life skill 
we teach in school  

• In all year groups, including secondary school, 
confidence and ability in reading makes every 
other subject so much easier 

• In 2017  - 90% of our Year 6 children left Droxford 
achieving the expected standard in reading - we 
value reading! 
Readers become writers – hear it, say it, read 
it, write it 

• Research shows direct correlation in reading for 
pleasure as a child and success in later life 

 
 







Children learn at different rates. Previously they were assessed 

against levels with a 2b being age-related expectations for a child at 

the end of KS1. This has now changed nationally. From September 

2015 the government have introduced age-related expectations so 

now a child working within a certain year group has a set of key 

performance indicators to show they are working within those 

expectations. For example in year 3: Retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction  
 

At Droxford Junior School we will still use baseline assessments to 

gain a ‘picture’ of current attainment and link this to progress 

measures.   

 

If we believe the child is below their ARE then we teach them 

appropriately and use intervention strategies intending to ‘close the 

gap’. 

 

Interventions include:  Read Write Inc, Precision teaching (1:1), Project 

Code X 

 

If the child is meeting or exceeding ARE and is able to independently 

apply knowledge to decode a text and therefore have a more 

sophisticated level of comprehension, then they move into the DJS 

Year 3 curriculum for reading – without the phonics support.  





At Droxford our staff and other adults help us by 

 

•Help children develop pre-reading skills  

•Share books for enjoyment and talk about pictures and stories 

•Help to develop ‘sight’ vocabulary at all levels, through games and 

other activities 

•Practise phonics with games and listening activities 

•Help develop comprehension through questions, encouraging 

recall and making predictions 

•Help to develop reading strategies such as word building, using 

context clues, skimming and scanning  

•Provide a listening ear when children need to practise their reading 

•Develop reading aloud and performances 

•Role model reading 

•Read to the class as much as possible 

•Keep reading high profile and celebrated throughout the school 

•Use book buddies and help with the enjoyment and 

comprehension of texts 
 
 



Inspiring reading through authors coming into Droxford 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj09JHSybbWAhVBGhQKHXIZD8MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1098420/young-bond-red-nemesis/&psig=AFQjCNGsla6Yynk0FcBZ9yHCHnHWTgXkqA&ust=1506093498326436
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj09JHSybbWAhVBGhQKHXIZD8MQjRwIBw&url=https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1098420/young-bond-red-nemesis/&psig=AFQjCNGsla6Yynk0FcBZ9yHCHnHWTgXkqA&ust=1506093498326436




How do we teach reading in 
class? 
 

• Whole class text – shared reading, 
discussion, debate, activities linked to 
the strategies 

• Guided reading – small groups  - 
differentiated, targeted questioning, 
pre-reading 

 
 
 



Our reading begins with high quality texts… 



Inspiring reading through whole class texts 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/One-Dog-His-Boy-Ibbotson/dp/1407124242/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1475759466&sr=8-1&keywords=one+dog+and+his+boy
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjy5azbzrbWAhWFtxQKHVxLCp0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.slaphappylarry.com/picturebook-study-wolves-by-emily-gravett/&psig=AFQjCNHxiTer6sRkEchkM8K6UEzrMpbngw&ust=1506094858308387


All great writers are great 
readers! 
 
Our reading leads into writing… 



Our class 
book … 



How do we assess reading? 

• Teacher Assessment 

• In class (through group discussions, 
comprehension work, guided groups, 1:1 
reading conferences) using our Droxford 
Assessment Model and criteria for each 
Year group. 

• Externally- Year 6 SATs.  

• Children sit a paper in May of Year 6. 

• 3 varying texts with questions to follow 
which assess their understanding. 

 



How reading will be assessed in ‘strands’ from 2016 i.e. number of marks awarded 

However this will NOT be the same balance for teaching e.g: 
 
• That much pure comprehension questions would be VERY dull! 
• Some vital skills can not be tested e.g. reading for pleasure, fluency and accuracy 

etc 
• We are preparing building blocks for the future and therefore develop areas such 

as ‘themes and conventions’ earlier through group or class discussions 
• We believe ‘readers become writers’ and therefore look at language for effect 

because we ‘magpie’ ideas for our own writing. 



Changes to KS2 Reading SATs 
 

 
The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on three 
passages of text. Your child will have one hour, including reading time, 
to complete the test. 
There will be a selection of question types, including: 
• Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the 

order in which they happen in the story’ 
• Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’ 
• Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the 

weather is like in the story’ 
• Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 
• Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once 

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout 
this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’ 
 



Sample Ks2 Reading texts 



Sample Ks2 Reading texts 



Sample Ks2 Reading texts 



Sample Ks2 Reading questions 








