
Writing Workshop
14th March 2018

Aims

To show how:

• we teach writing

• we help children become authors

• assess  progress

• parents can help



Writing - Ensuring rapid 

progress across Key 

Stage 2.
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How do we teach 

writing?
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Read Write Inc
Used alongside DJS planning.

‘Hold a sentence’ strategy:

A sentence is read, which includes the 

relevant phonics the child is learning.  

The sentence is repeated a number of times 

before writing it down. 

We call this ‘Holding a sentence in our head’

Why? 

‘I can’t remember what I was gonna write!’



What tools do we 

have as writers?



TI P TO P

Time Place Topic
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Grammar
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‘’ ‘Grammar is the study of how we 

make sentences’ 

David Crystal



Just a few examples of the terminology children 

are expected to use and understand

Year 3 and 4 

• Nouns and prefixes such as 
super_, anti_, auto_

• Determiners 

• Consonant and vowels

• Conjunctions

• Adverbs

• Adverbials 

• Pronouns / possessive pronoun

• Prepositions

• Paragraphs

• Headings and subheadings

• Perfect form of verbs

• Inverted commas / direct 
speech

• Clauses (main and subordinate)

• Word families

Years 5 and 6 
Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes
Verb prefixes
Relative clauses / relative pronouns
Modal verbs
Subjunctive verb form / voice 
Adverbs / Adverbials
Determiners
Cohesive devices 
Perfect and progressive forms of verbs
Parenthesis (brackets, dashes, commas)
Informal and formal speech and writing
Passive voice/active voice
Expanded noun phrases
Layout devices (sub-headings, columns, bullet 
points)
Semi-colon, colon bullet points and dashes
Hyphens
Synonyms and antonyms
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Grammar is: playing with words to achieve 

the greatest effect.  

We believe in grammar in action!

Which one 
do you 
prefer? 
Why?



Grammar
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But what is it?

 

a a 
 

SPICE 

 
 

adverb 

 

a c 
 

SPICE 

 
 

connective 

 

a 
 
 
 
 
 

d 
 

SPICE 

‘drop’ in  
a clause 

 

a e 
 

SPICE 

 
 

‘ed’ verb 

 

a s 
 

SPICE 

 
 

simile 

 

 p 
 

SPICE 

 
 

preposition 
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i 
 

SPICE 

 
 

‘ing’ verb 
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‘I Am A Wonderful Writer’ 

IAAWW 

 

I     – If     If you finish your dinner, you can have pudding. 

A  – As    As I walk through the forest, the feeling of dread engulfed me. 

A  – Although   Although it is pouring with raining, I still walked to school. 

W – When   When the glorious sun is shining, we eat our lunch outside. 

W – While   While I was swimming, my sister waited patiently. 

Writing Workshop
14th January 2018



Writing Workshop
14th January 2018

Alan Peat -‘Big Al’ 
3 _ed sentences
• Frightened, terrified, confused, they ran from the 

creature.

• Amused, amazed, excited, he left the circus 
reluctantly.

• Confused, troubled, worried, she didn’t know 
what had happened.

Note:  It is important to identify ‘ed words’ in our reading,

collect them and put them in our word logs



Now it’s 

your turn!

Write a 3_ed sentence describing what 

you see or how the person is feeling.
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Punctuation
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Children 
becoming 
authors



P I 

E

Persua

de

Infor

m Entert

ain

Reason to Write

Audience Author’s voice

Form?
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Word logs
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Quality Reading



Readers become Writers
• Read often, read widely 

• Variety of styles and genres

• Challenging texts that interest and inspire!

• It’s good to ‘borrow’ ideas, images, words….

• Exposure to top quality text that engage, 
surprise, touch emotions, informs opinion -
leads directly into higher quality writing
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Writing is communicating with 
someone who is not here with us

w
ri
te

r Writer’s 
intentions

The writer wants 
the reader to react 
or think in a 
certain way

te
x
t Techniques the 

writer uses to 
get their 
message across

Word choice

Structure

Sentence patterns

Questions

re
a
d
e

r Effect on the 
reader

The text could 
have different 
possible effects.

How can we test 
out if it has the 
desired impact?

Who will my 

reader be?  
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WAGOLL

(What  A Good One 

Looks Like!)
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Co-constructed success criteria –
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Now the hard work begins…
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The Editing Process



High expectations across the 
curriculum
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The power of poetry!
Spaghetti

Messy, spicy

Slurping, sliding, falling

Between my plate and mouth

Delicious

.

Not forgetting….

Carefully chosen, powerful words
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How do we assess 

writing?

Consistently over time

Consistently over a range – including cross curricular writing

Rich range of stimulus – opportunities to reflect and  redraft 

their writing
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Enjoy reading together. 

Talk about the words: 

Why were they used? 

What could be replaced?

Wow words – Actively 

search for words for 

your child to use at 

school to WOW their  

teachers. Encourage 

your child to record 

these in their reading 

diary.

Thesaurus -

explore 

different word 

choices

Talk to your 

children - help 

them become good 

speakers to become 

good writers

Look out for 

powerful 

sentences e.g. 

ADSPICE 

Before they start 

writing, ask them to 

tell you what they 

are going to write, 

then let them write itSpelling – ensuring 

your child knows 

and practises all of 

their spellings

Talk to your child 

about their English 

lessons.  What are 

they learning to do? 

What are their 

targets?

Handwriting

Encourage your 

child to write in a 

fluent, joined 

style

How can parents 
help?



And now… 

A chance to go and work 

with your child writing in 

class. 


